Minutes of

Hoath Annual Parish Meeting, 12th May 2010
The annual meeting of the parish of Hoath was held in the village hall at 7pm on 12th May 2010. In attendance were members of Hoath Parish Council (Cllrs Chapman, Nugent, Williams and Keyes), the Clerk to the parish council (Guy Foster, minutes) and eleven parishioners. Cllr Chapman took the chair.

1. Apologies were received from Rev. Jenny Hadlow, Alan Marsh (KCC), Carolyn Parry (CCC), PCSO Kelly Greenwood.

2. CCC and KCC reports: the chairman had a written report from Alan Marsh to the effect that he was unable to attend due to a Lord Mayor’s function. He wished the meeting to know that he had secured some £800k of EU funding of which some £600k was earmarked for the Canterbury area, with a particular focus on tourism projects.

3. Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: Cllr Chapman reported on the highlights of 2009/10. He noted the appointment of a new clerk; planning issues at the airstrip and the proposed recycling centre and gypsy site, both at Hersden. Several important items remained works in progress, notably allotments, village green and the youth council.
4. WI: Mrs Wendy Dance spoke about Hoath WI, founded in 1925. Membership was now up to 44 and meetings are on the third Thursday of every month, except August when there is no meeting. In December there is an open meeting when men may attend. She noted the WI’s activities, including a walking group  and a “ladies who lunch” group. Hoath WI is a member of a group of 10 local WIs. 

5. Holy Cross church: in the absence of Jenny Hadlow, a report was given by Linda Gibson. The year had seen 2 weddings, 7 baptisms and 3 funerals. The main Sunday service is at 10.15. Activities include coffee mornings, bring and buy, the parish walk, a Tuesday cafe in the autumn and a Tuesday film evening during Lent. Over the year, the church had contributed some £10k to diocese funds and donated 10% of its income to charities. Linda thanked all those who supported the church and in particular the flower arrangers.
6. Village Hall: Arthur Campbell-Walter reported on the wide range of activities now hosted by the village hall. These included dance sessions, play group, mother and toddler group, whist, indoor bowls, the Christmas pantomime and the village market which raised some £500. A major refurbishment was planned for this August which will be followed by an official reopening on the 25th September. A hall extension is under consideration by the village hall committee.
7. Play Group: Kay Fulker reported that the group now has 14 members (they are registered for 20) who come from a wide area. November’s Ofsted inspection was successful. She thanked all those who supported the group particularly the WI who had helped make the “story sacks”. A mini-greenhouse has been purchased with the proceeds of a coffee morning.

8. Mother and toddler group: no one was present to report but it was noted that Natalie Chandler who runs the group is leaving in July.

9. Youth Club (Ad hoc reporting by Linda Gibson and Cllr Chapman on behalf of Richard Keyes) The club is very popular and has no room for new members with current membership of 33. Regular activities include snooker, cookery, air hockey, craft and a “chill out” room. In addition, members have tried their hand at abseiling, wall-climbing and canoeing.
10. Destiny Dance Academy: Joanna Harrison gave a report on her background and the development of the current operation which had started in 2007 at Broad Oak before moving to Hoath. Membership peaked at 60 last summer before dropping a little and she is open to new members. Members are aged from 3 to 16 and are entered for dance exams.

11. Police: Dave Garland, Canterbury PCSO Supervisor attended in the absence of Kelly Greenwood. He has 20 PCSOs reporting to him, all of whom are given priorities in line with local need. He encouraged parishioners to contact him with any crime issues. He can be contacted on 07772 226019 or 53864@kent.pnn.police.uk. Cllr Williams asked about the issue of speeding traffic and Mr Garland asked him to send an email on the subject.
Questions

On the subject of allotments, it was noted that there is a scheme whereby people can “adopt” surplus space in private gardens. The Chairman said he had heard of this and would bear it in mind as work on this topic continued.

There being no further questions, the meeting was declared closed at 8.05 pm.
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